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2016 BEST OF THE LAKE AWARDS GALA
The 13t h An n u al Lak e
Nor m an Hom e Bu ilder s
Associat ion - Best of t h e
Lak e Aw ar ds Gala was held
Friday, November 11th
at The Peninsula Club,
Cornelius, NC. The Pr em ier
Spon sor , Elect r olu x whose
U.S. headquarters is based in
Charlotte, has been an
incredible sponsor of the
Lake Norman Home Builders
Association, and once
again made this competition
and Gala an extraordinary
event.
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Ou t door Livin g Pr oject
$301K-$500K
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PRESIDENT

A Big Thank You to our
Sponsors, Entrants and
Committee for making this
year 's BOL a success!
For a full list of Sponsors
and Winners, go to
www.lakenormanhba.com

LEADERSHIP

WHB,INC.
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Feder al Ju dge Delays Over t im e Ru le
In a victory for NAHB, a federal judge
in Texas on Nov. 22 granted a
preliminary injunction to delay
implementation of the Department
of Labor ?s n ew over t im e r u le. The
rule, which was scheduled to take
effect Dec. 1, would double the
minimum salary limit from $23,660
to $47,476.
NAHB joined other business groups
in filing a legal challenge to the
overtime rule on Sept. 20. The
lawsuit was filed in the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of
Texas. In addition, 21 states have
also filed suit challenging the rule
and the two lawsuits have been
consolidated. The parties have filed
motions for a summary judgment.

While the injunction is only
temporary, the ruling by Judge Amos
Mazzant sent a strong signal that he
could likely side with NAHB and our
business coalition.
?The State Plaintiffs have shown a
likelihood of success on the merits
because the Final Rule exceeds the
Department?s authority,? Mazzant
wrote in his opinion.
Working with House and Senate
lawmakers and members of our
business coalition, the Partnership
to Protect Workplace Opportunity,
NAHB has been leading the effort to
mitigate the effects of the overtime
rule.

NAHB-En dor sed Can didat es Won on Elect ion Day
This year marked the first time in its
74-year history that NAHB endorsed
candidates for the U.S. Senate and
the U.S. House of Representatives.
Of the 137 congressional candidates
that NAHB endorsed, 129 ? or 94% ?
won their races on Nov. 8.
NAHB en dor sed can didat es who
have supported policies that promote homeownership and rental
housing opportunities for all Americans. NAHB made its endorsement

decisions in concert with the state
and local associations of the
lawmakers under consideration.
NAHB will be urging members of
the new 115th Congress to reform
and streamline the regulatory
process; protect the mortgage
interest deduction; expand the Low
Income Housing Tax Credit to spur
the production of badly-needed
affordable housing; and enact
housing finance reform.

Healt h car e Law Allow s Em ployer s t o Use HRAs
In a victory for home building firms
and other small businesses, the
Senate on Dec. 7 passed the 21st
Century Cures Act, a comprehensive
health care bill that includes a provision to allow employers to provide
Healt h Reim bu r sem en t Ar r an gem en t s (HRAs) to help their employees pay for health insurance.
The House had already approved
the bill, and President Obama is

expected to sign it into law.
HRAs allow small businesses to
offer pre-tax dollars to insured
employees to help pay premiums or
out-of-pocket costs associated with
medical care. Most small companies
do not have benefits specialists.
HRAs offer these businesses an
easier way to help their employees
obtain health coverage.

FHA In cr eases
Loan Lim it s
The Federal Housing
Administration (FHA) on
Dec. 2 released its new
schedule of loan lim it s
effective Jan. 1, raising
loan limits for home
buyers in 2,948 counties.
The news was expected
after the Federal Housing
Finance Agency (FHFA)
announced an increase in
the conforming loan limit
on Nov. 23.
The FHA floor is set at
65% of the national limit,
which FHFA increased
from $417,000 to
$424,100. That makes the
new FHA limit rise from
$271,050 to $275,665.

Pr e-Sh ow Cou r ses at
Th e Bu ilder s' Sh ow
Exhibits. Parties. Presentations. There?s so much
buzz around the 2017
NAHB In t er n at ion al
Bu ilder s?Sh ow ®, you
might forget the festivities
begin even before the
exhibit hall doors open.
More than 20 IBS preshow courses, held Jan.
6-9 by NAHB and HBI, will
help build a better you
with sharp new skills.
Topics include business
management, sales and
marketing, universal
design/build and more.
We offer more so you
have more to offer. Learn
more and register at
Bu ilder sSh ow.com /
Pr eSh ow.

Celebr at in g NAHB?s 75t h An n iver sar y
Next year marks NAHB?s 75t h an n iver sar y, and
preparations are underway for this year-long
celebration, which will kick off during the NAHB
2017 International Builders?Show ®.
To keep you up to date on anniversary-related
news and events, NAHB will launch a dedicated,
75th anniversary webpage in January. The webpage will feature resources that local HBAs can use
to highlight the impact of the home building
industry and showcase the benefits of membership to prospective members.
HBAs can opt to join in on the celebration by holding their own 75th anniversary-themed events.
We?d like to hear from you about the positive
contribution of your members in your community.
-

Did your HBA or company recently reach a
significant milestone ?
What impact did your HBA and its builders
have on your community?

Some of these achievements will be featured on
NAHB?s 75th anniversary webpage to be shared
with other members nationwide as well as the
general public. You can send us a brief summary
of those success stories by using this su bm ission
f or m .
For more information, contact Camilo Cuba at
800-368-5242 x8437.

Bu ilder s Repor t Easin g Cr edit

OSHA Issu es Fin al Su r f aces Ru le

Builders and developers continue to report easing
credit conditions for acquisition, development, and
construction (AD&C) loans according to NAHB?s
su r vey on AD&C Fin an cin g. However, the pace of
easing slowed somewhat in the third quarter of
2016 from the rate in the second quarter.

The U.S. Occupational Safety & Health
Administration (OSHA) has issued a final rule that
updates its 44-year-old general industry
Walk in g-Wor k in g Su r f aces standard, created to
better protect workers from slip, trip and fall
hazards.

In the third quarter of 2016, the overall net
tightening index based on the AD&C survey was
-10.7. The third quarter reading indicates
somewhat less easing than in the second quarter
of 2016 when the index was -25.0. The index is
constructed so that negative numbers indicate
easing of credit, the lower the index, the higher
the extent of credit easing for AD&C loans.

According to OSHA, the rule aligns the fall
protection requirements for general industry with
those for construction that will make compliance
easier for those companies who perform both
types of activities. It should be noted that this
new general industry rule does not change the
construction standard.

According to the NAHB survey, easing on net over
the third quarter took place on all forms of credit
with standards on single-family construction recording the greatest net percentage of easing. A net
of 17 percent of respondents reported that standards on loans for single-family construction had
eased. Meanwhile, 10 percent of respondents on
net said that land development loans had eased.

Additionally, all inspections, investigations or
assessments of a job prior to the actual start of
work, or after all the work has been completed, is
exempt from the standard. NAHB had urged
OSHA to include this provision.
The rule also allows employers to select the fall
protection system that works best for them,
choosing from a range of accepted options.

Lak e Nor m an HBA Holiday Par t y
Good Food, Good M u sic, Gr eat M em ber s!

Cal endar of Event s
1/ 10-1/ 12
NAHB In t er n at ion al
Bu ilder s Sh ow
Or lan do, FL

1/ 19

Th e Lak e Nor m an HBA Holiday Par t y w as h eld on
Th u r sday, Decem ber 1st at t h e Galw ay Hook er in
Cor n eliu s.
Th an k you t o t h ose w h o cam e ou t t o sh ar e in t h e
spir it of t h e h olidays w it h good f ood, m u sic an d
con ver sat ion s!

Gen er al M em ber sh ip
M eet in g & In st allat ion of
2017 Of f icer s
Gu est - Rick Ju dson ,
NAHB
Spr in gHill Su it es,
M oor esville

Week of Jan u ar y 30t h
NCHBA Region al
Leader sh ip Tr ain in g
M eet in gs

2/ 9
Gen er al M em ber sh ip
M eet in g
Gu est Speak er s:
Lau r en Goodw in NAHB Nat ion al ef f or t s
an d ben ef it s & ser vices
St eve Sch r ein er Bu ildin g Per f or m an ce
St u dy
Hilt on Gar den In n ,
M oor esville

